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Bands heralding victory, mounted men in large number, and

'Asharawats of Turks.
These all held council together, and said :
k Our hearts and spirits are weary, Ibut we are all going out to

battle,

With led horses, arms, and accoutrements ;
We unsheathe the sword to win victory for the Sultan,
We shall defeat the Turk and tread down his country,"
Like gamblers they wagered their lives, each one casting with it,
Not knowing what all-conquering fate has in store for him.
The 15th of Rebi' al-Akhir, 922 (dated from the Plight of the

Guide and Intercessor for mankind
On the Resurrection Day) was the date of the Sultan's

departure
On the expedition against Ibn 'Othnmn, intent on conquering

the dominion of Syria.
[65] The Amirs were arrayed in his service,
Vying with one another in the splendour of their retinue,
With their splendid Memlooks and battalions.
The departure from Cairo was under the decree of the Almighty;
The Sultan was accompanied by his chosen secretary, Kadi

Mahmud, in a litter

With the chief judges and their deputies, each doing his best,
And the Khalifah, al-Mutewekkil, son of Ya'kub Muhammed,
WliOvse good deeds are commended;
AVith him also went his Chief Minister, with a view to the robes

of honour,

The mouthpiece of his yea and nay;

Al-Kasrawi was his chief executive officer and Commander-in-
chief of his army.
They entered Syria with a cavalcade the like of which had never

before been heard of nor seen;
Nor king, nor Sultan, nor any other had been attended by such

a concourse.
From Damascus, Aleppo was entered, and its rugged and

smooth places traversed.
Selim Shah, hearing thereof, showed that his nature was struck

with amazement.
He sued for peace, sending an envoy with gifts and costly

garments.

5